
 
 Attendance/Tardiness Policy for VPK 2026-2027                                                                

Jacksonville Classical Preschool will operate a Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) program for 15 hours per week.​
 The 5-day option will run for up to 180 instructional days, and the 3-day option will run for up to 120 instructional days.​
All enrolled families will receive a school calendar showing scheduled holidays and days off during the operational period:​
 

​ 5-Day Class: August 10, 2026 – May 27, 2027​
​ 3-Day Class: August 11, 2026 – May 27, 2027 

Consistent attendance on scheduled instructional days is essential for continued participation in the VPK program.  It not 
only supports Jacksonville Classical Academy’s funding requirements but also plays a critical role in preparing each child for a 
successful transition into Kindergarten. 

Tardiness: Arrival for the VPK program is between 7:30 am and 8:00 am. The earliest time students will be accepted in the 
classroom is 7:30 AM. The instructional day begins promptly at 8:00 AM, and all children are expected to be in class and 
ready to start the day at that time. Arrivals after 8:00 am are disruptive to the group in progress and difficult for the arriving 
child as well. We understand that it is occasionally unavoidable to be “running late,” but constant tardiness is not acceptable. ​
Please notify the teacher through ClassDojo if you are running more than 10 minutes late. 

Late Pick-Up: Pickup time is 11:00 AM for 5-day students and 1:00 PM for 3-day students. A $15 late fee will be assessed if 
your child is not picked up on time, following a 5-minute grace period. 

Absence: Daily attendance in the VPK program is important for optimal learning and to maintain the VPK voucher. 
Students are required to attend at least 80% of the program days. Please provide a note for all excused absences, which 
includes: 

●​ Illness or injury of the child or child’s family member which requires hospitalization or bed rest 
●​ Physician or dentist appointment 
●​ Infectious disease or parasitic infestation 
●​ Funeral services, memorial service, or bereavement upon the death of a child’s family member 
●​ Compliance with a court order (e.g. visitation, subpoena) 
●​ Special education related services for the child’s disability 
●​ Observance of a religious holiday or service 



Please Note: Absences that exceed the allowable limit will be considered a withdrawal from the VPK program at Jacksonville 
Classical Preschool. Students who are withdrawn from the VPK program will not be eligible for re-enrollment. 

Verifying your child’s attendance and absences: You will be given a form to review, confirm, and sign your child’s 
recorded attendance at the end of each month during pickup. Your signature on this form will verify the attendance and 
direct the Early Learning Coalition of Duval to direct payment for the month’s VPK program for your child to Jacksonville 
Classical Preschool. 

To participate in the VPK Program at JXC, I agree to comply with the terms of this Absence and Tardiness Policy. ​
My signature below is acknowledgement of my review and acceptance of the terms of this policy. 

​
Child’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________________      

 

Date_____________________________ 

​ 
​Legal Custodial Adult _____________________________________________________________________________  
                                               Printed Name 
 
                                            _____________________________________________________________________________  
                                               Signature 


